Affective flattening and alogia associate with the familial form of schizophrenia.
Family history of schizophrenia has been associated with negative symptoms in the clinical picture. Our aim was to examine the signs and symptoms of schizophrenia in a genetically homogeneous isolate and a nationwide multiplex family sample, and to investigate the symptom dimensions and their association with the degree of familial loading for psychotic disorders and with consanguinity. For factor analysis of the Scales for the Assessment of Negative and Positive Symptoms, we included 290 patients with a DSM-IV diagnosis of schizophrenia: 63 multiplex family and 133 singleton patients from the isolate, and 94 nationwide multiplex family patients. The factor analysis yielded four factors. There was a significant difference between the multiplex and singleton patients, the former having more severe affective flattening and alogia. Further, the patients in isolate groups had fewer delusions and hallucinations compared with the whole country multiplex patients regardless of their familial loading for schizophrenia. This may be related to genetic homogeneity in the isolate. We conclude that patients with first-degree relatives with psychotic disorder have more severe negative symptoms.